CHAPTER EIGHT
THE  MAN   AND   THE  MACHINE
BRICKLAYERS are a refractory lot. Under the con-
trol of a powerful union they have steadily increased
their prices and limited their day's work. Some
years ago a new scientific way of laying bricks was
devised in wilich waste motion was cut out and the
bricklayer's capacity was many times multiplied.
In the fear that they might within a short time lay
all the bricks the world had to lay they put on arti-
ficial limitations. To-day bricklaying is not only
expensive but the bricklayers strike at the drop of a
hat. What has happened? Contractors, when they
can possibly avoid it, do not build houses of brick,
s
nor do they lay pavements of brick. Instead they
use reinforced concrete. In a recent operation at
Youngstown, Ohio, five men erected three houses
in two days. In that operation the contractors put
up a community of 281 solidly built, attractively
designed, concrete houses, with sewers, streets, and
all that a town should have, in less than a year, and
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